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FROM THE REGION COMMISSIONER 

September has been a quiet month for me and  

I had the opportunity to recharge the ba�eries with 10 

days on the Gold Coast with my family. I am back now 

ready to go for the rest of the year. 

Thanks to the Cumberland Gang Show Scout 

Fellowship for the service work done at Bundilla 

recently. It is great to have groups assis9ng us at the 

camp. Also the Region Rovers for the cleanup work 

they did at 4
th

 Castle Hill hall. Well done to these 

groups for their assistance to Region. 

The new computer system at State is up and running 

with the normal glitches that we would expect from a 

new system but hopefully it will be fully func9onal 

shortly. From what I have seen it is more user friendly 

than the last system. 

We have quite a few promo9on days coming up over 

the next few weeks with Grose View Public School 

Fete, Ringrose Public School and Greystanes Public 

School Fetes, Kings Langley Community Spring Fair, 

Holroyd Council Expo. Kym the mascot will make an 

appearance at some of these func9ons and we will also 

have the climbing wall at other events. Great publicity 

for Scou9ng and hopefully we will be able to recruit 

some new members. 

Our annual Adult Recogni9on Awards Presenta9on 

Dinner will be held on 23rd October at Toongabbie 

Bowling and Sports Club and it is now officially full 

with 216 people booking. We will take names for a 

wai9ng list in case we have people drop out. 

I am wai9ng for a list from State Office of people  

who are eligible for nomina9on for the 2015 Adult 

Recogni9on Awards - we will send it on to the  

Group Leaders when available. Please note that the 

nomina9ons are due in at Region Office by 27th 

January 2015 via email a�achment (word document )

and if you wish to send them in early - please copy me 

in also. I will send out details shortly, on how to 

complete a nomina9on. 

To book a camp at Bundilla, check with Region Office to 

ensure your preferred dates are available. Once 

availability is confirmed by Region Office, you have 14 

days to return the booking form with a deposit 

otherwise the date will again become available and 

may be booked by someone else. Early bookings 

should be considered for Jamboree Shake Down 

Camps. 

Neville Henderson  Region Commissioner  

Email: rc@greaterwestscouts.com.au  

 

CUMBERLAND GANG SHOW 

We'd love you to be part of the 2015 

Cumberland Gang Show  

 'REACH FOR THE STARS'  

 

Cumberland Gang Show 2015 is shaping up to be 

another FANTASTIC show. Our crea9ve and produc9on 

teams are hard at work puEng the script together and 

now we need a cast! 

 

COMET CAST 

The Comet Cast made an amazing debut in 2014 and 

this program, designed to give younger Joeys, Cubs, 

Pre-Junior and Junior Guides a taste of the Gang Show 

experience, will be returning in in 2015!  

Youth members aged 7 to 9 years on July 1st 2015  

are eligible to apply.  

In 2015 the Comets will perform in five items in the 

first act (up from three in 2014)! Comet Cast audi9ons 

will go for just 40 minutes. 

 

JUNIOR/SENIOR CAST 

In 2015 the lower age limit for Junior Cast members 

will be 9 years of age as at 1st July 2015. Junior/Senior 

Cast audi9ons will go for 1 hour and 40 minutes and 

youth members will complete ac9ng/singing/dancing 

and produc9on bases and will also have an opportunity 

to show any special talents they possess. 

 

AUDITIONS will be held on  
Saturday 6th December,  
between 9am and 5pm 

 at Baden Powell Scout Centre 
Pomona Street, Pennant Hills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support our generous sponsors! 
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CUB SCOUT NOTES 

Cub Baanya will be held at Bundilla on 1st & 2nd 

November. This camp is designed for older Cub Scouts 

to have the opportunity to camp and work in Patrols 

with experienced Scouts and it affords the Scouts the 

opportunity to demonstrate their leadership skills  

and earn valuable hours of Service towards their 

Award scheme.  

Many aspects of the Boomerang Award scheme are  

covered by fun bases run by each District and Pinaroo. 

It gives Cub Scouts a small introduc9on to the next 

level of Scou9ng and will hopefully encourage them to 

move out of the pack and up to Scouts, when the 9me 

is right. The E1 and full details are available on the 

GWSR website. Please deliver the registra9on form and 

camp fees to Region Office by 22nd October. 

E1s and money for food must be given to your DLCS  

or Seeonee Leader asap. 

The Region Seeonee Calendar for 2015 is just being 

finalised and will be published on the website very 

soon. Please take note of the dates before organising 

Group/District events, to avoid any clashes with Region 

and State events. 

Please take note of Doug Menzies’ direc9ve re 

inves	ture of new Leaders; a new Leader may  be 

invested  once their clearance is through. Ideally this 

should be done in front of their peers i.e. at a Group 

Council or training mee9ng e.g. Seeonee and never on 

the Australian flag.  

A set of  guidelines to help Cub Scouts  plan and 

organise their Grey Wolf walk has been developed. 

Your DLCS/Seeonee Leader will have a copy and they 

will also be  on the  region website. 

Anne Thompson (Wontolla) RC Cub Scouts  

Email: cubs@greaterwestscouts.com.au 

 

Congratula	ons to these  

Cub Scouts who have earned  

their Grey Wolf Award. 

 
 

Bella-Star Avery - 1st Ermington 

Abbey Horman - 1st Castle Hill 

Amelia Leary - 1st Erskine Park 

Alex Drysdale - 1st Sth Penrith 

Casey Riley - 1st Sth Penrith 

Niamh Langridge - 1st Blaxland 

 

  11--  2 2 --  3 3 --  WOOFWOOF  

 

 

 

1st WESTMEAD 

SCOUT GROUP  

IS TURNING 75! 
1

st
 Westmead Scout Group will be celebra9ng 

their 75
th

 Anniversary with an open day on  

Sunday November 2, 2014  

61a Good St, Westmead. 

 

All current and former members of the Group 

including, Cubs, Scouts,  Venturers, Rovers 

Fellowship, Leaders and Group Commi�ee  

are invited to a�end. 

 

On the day there will be a BBQ, finger food and 

drinks available. 

 

There will also be a memorabilia display, a rock 

climbing wall and other ac9vi9es. 

 

Fes9vi9es will commence from 12 Noon, with 

an aPernoon tea at 2:30pm. 

 

For further details or to RSVP please contact  

Chris	ne McGrath on 9636 1300 or  

Email: geoffchris@bigpond.com 
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JOEY SCOUT REPORT 

GWS Woonona 

On the 27th & 28th of Sept we had great weather, a 

great venue, 51 Joey Scouts, 72 leader/helpers  

20 wooden huts, 21 tents, a climbing wall, flying fox, a 

castle, a mountain and all the ingredients to make a 

memorable weekend of ac9vi9es! 

On the Saturday the Joeys were split into 3 mobs and 

sent off to 6 bases throughout the day. We had an 

Ac9vi9es base with the Climbing Wall, Flying Fox and 

science ac9vi9es. Cubs ran a base with a Jungle Book 

theme; the Gang Show ran a base and had the Joeys 

enthralled in a Whim away, a whim away and a whim 

away...... Penrith District had the Joeys Geocaching, 

looking for the lost party bag items. Parrama�a District 

had Joeys doing animals games and Blacktown district 

brought the Joeys back to the basics with a spider plate 

craP and some games. For dinner we had some nice 

steak and sausage sandwiches supplied and cooked by 

Outback Steakhouse. 

Saturday night finished off with a very lively campfire, 

led by Lyn Mann, our State Commissioner for Joey 

Scouts and then Joeys went out like a light! :)  

Sunday morning we awoke to another day of gorgeous 

weather and we hiked to the top of Castle Mountain - 

in places it was a steep trail, but we made it! At the top 

we had a great view of the camp grounds and 

surrounding valleys.  

APer some morning tea we held a Scouts Own, took 

group photos and then we trekked back to camp. Back 

at camp we had three Promise Challenges awarded 

and we leP with some very 9red, but excited Joey 

Scouts AND PARENTS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you to all the leaders, helpers  

GWS Ac9vi9es team, Cub Scout leaders and the 

Cumberland Gang Show for helping out.  

A Special thank you to Cassie Rec for helping out  

with catering, only a week aPer a busy weekend  

at Agoonoree.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratula	ons to these  

Joey Scouts who have earned their  

Promise Challenge Badges 
 

Aidan Macarthur - 1st North Rocks 

Milena Michalicek - 1st Parramatta 

Galexia Donna-Aroon - 1st Parramatta 

Joanna Joseph - 1st Parramatta 

Jack Miller - 1st Oakville 

 

HOP  HOP  --  HOP  HOP  --  HOPHOP  

2015 GWS Joey Fun Day 

Please make sure you set aside the 18th May 2015  

for Joey Fun Day (theme to be decided). 

2015 - 25 Years of Joey Scouts 

1st July 2015 marks the 25th Anniversary of Joey 

Scouts. All Joey Scout Mobs are to organise a BP (Big 

Party) first week back aPer the July School Holidays. 

Some other ac9vi9es are also being discussed, 

hopefully we will be able to announce further info next 

month. 

Bring a Friend Badge 

We now have in stock a Bring a Friend Badge for  

$2 each. It is a blanket badge that should be awarded 

at the same 9me that the "Friend" is invested. These 

are available from the Region Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Zarth (Magpie) - RC Joey Scouts 

Email: joeys@greaterwestscouts.com.au  
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VENTURER REPORT 

Congratula9ons to Hamish Edwards of 1st Erskine Park Venturer Scout Unit on being awarded the Queen’s Scout 

Award. Hamish has challenged himself immensely to achieve this award and is a very deserving recipient. 

Another successful Unit Management course was held last month with 25 Venturer Scouts a�ending.  

The 2015 calendar is currently available on the Region website for Units to start planning courses into their 

program for next year. 

Rat Skin was held last month in The Golden West Region as well. Congratula9ons to 1st Kings Langley Venturer 

Scout Unit on hos9ng a base. Congratula9ons also to our GWS Region teams on achieving second and third place in 

the compe99on. 

The Mawson Scholarship in Leadership conducted their most recent course in Sydney earlier this month.  

Meglyn Dent from 1st/2nd Blacktown Venturer Scout Unit was selected for the program from our Region. The 

par9cipants from all over Australia enjoyed the challenging week long course, learning new skills and developing 

great friendships that will serve them well as they embark on new leadership roles into the future. Applica9ons for 

the 2015 courses will open next month. 

With lots of Units currently planning bushwalking ac9vi9es, it is important to remember that candidates for the 

Expedi5on Badge (at VA or QSA level) should meet with their Examiner at least a month before their planned 

ac9vity to complete the necessary planning tasks. It is important that the Examiner and the candidate discuss a 

loca9on that is unfamiliar, and of sufficient challenge to the Venturer Scout, to sa9sfy the award requirements.  

All Examiners must hold SIS-10 Guide qualifica9ons. 

Reten9on of members within Scou9ng remains the number one issue facing our Region. The Try Venturing 

program was introduced to allow Scouts aged over 13 to be rewarded for par9cipa9ng in ac9vi9es with their local 

Venturer Scout Units and as a mechanism for building enthusiasm for these young people to remain in Scou9ng.  

All adult leaders are encouraged to have their older Scouts joining with their local Units on a regular basis, 

including such events as the upcoming Waratah. 

‘Region Hike 2015’ is a bushwalking ac9vity planned for February 13-15, 2015 for all youth members in the Region 

aged 13 to 17 years. All adults are also invited to par9cipate. This ac9vity has been organised to encourage all 

members in the Region to get outdoors at the start of the year, to build their log of bushwalking ac9vi9es, to meet 

new friends from across the Region and to demonstrate that bushwalking can easily be added as a regular ac9vity 

in every Group’s program. E1 forms will be distributed to all Scout Groups shortly and the Region looks forward to 

involving a record a�endance at this event. Scouts will also be able to use this ac9vity towards their Try Venturing 

badge and Venturer Scouts towards their Venturing Skills Badge. 

 Aaron Wardle RC Venturer Scouts 

Email: venturers@greaterwestscouts.com.au 

Mobile: 0421 076 497 

Mawson October 2014 

Par9cipants and Staff 
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ROVER REPORT 

As with every other month on the calendar, the last month has been a busy month for the Rovers.  

For the first 9me in several years, NSW Rovers ran a moot! Kings Langley Rover Crew picked up the baton and 

brought the Rovers - Mexican Moot. Over the long weekend, 143 Rovers experienced the best Mexico has to offer 

all the way up at Kariong; beats a long plane flight! The weekend was a great success, and next year’s Branch Moot 

is already being organised.  

Three Rovers a�ended the Advanced Sec9onal Techniques course for Rovers. It’s great to see Rovers looking for 

avenues to extend themselves, and hopefully they’ll bring back a few tricks to show off to their friends back home. 

Looking forward - everyone in the rover camp is geEng excited for this year’s Region Rover Pool Party. This year is 

bound to be a splash, with more people more water, and more pool related puns than last year. Don’t forget your 

swimmers, otherwise you might be leP high and dry. 

Off the back of our last Region Moot, Blaxland ‘Kalangadoo’ Rover Crew - the winners of Man Vs Monster Moot, 

are running Marvel Moot next year. With more superheros than you can poke a s9ck at, DC be�er step back for 

fear of being shown up.  

Stay tuned for all the excitement to come. 

Angus Boxall Chairman RRC 

Email: chairman@gwsrovers.com.au 

 

1st BLACKHEATH SCOUT HALL 

2 Park Lane 

Blackheath 

 

 

1
st
 Blackheath Scout Hall is located in the picturesque village of Blackheath and within 

walking distance of the railway sta9on, shops and Blue Mountains Na9onal Park. 

 

The hall is available for hire by Scout Groups and has separate male/female toilets and 

hot showers and a full kitchen. A gas BBQ can be supplied or a campfire can be used  

outside. The hall is adjacent to the Blackheath Oval and Park. Parking is available adjacent 

to the hall. Poten9al ac9vi9es nearby include bushwalking, rock climbing, canyoning  

orienteering and horse riding. 

 

 For bookings, please contact Cheryl Kiely (02) 4787 7818 
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REGION ACTIVITIES TEAM 

I do not normally talk about training within Scou9ng, but a number of leaders from GWS 

recently completed some really serious training in outdoor skills. This training wasn’t on 

any of the training calendars; it didn’t have a Course number; and it didn’t require five 

trees worth of paperwork to go with it. “So what was this training thing?”  It is simply 

called RATSKIN. 

Run by Golden West Region, Ratskin is a full weekend of ac9vi9es, run by Venturers for 

Leaders (…some say payback!) Held in the Falnash State Forest, teams of leaders 

navigate their way around the forest to various ac9vity bases to construct, treat, find, 

dress up, sing, and generally hone their outdoor scou9ng skills. The Venturers score 

each team on their performance at each base, with the winning team receiving the 

much coveted Ratskin, to hang on their Region’s Wall of Fame. First place this year went 

to a new team from Golden West Region - Rats of the Round Table; with GWS taking 

both 2
nd

 place (Wombat Magic) and 3
rd

 place (No White and the Seven Dwarfs). But to 

me the real winner was GWS Region, with a total of six teams there to enjoy the fun. 

                                      RATSKIN…very serious training! 

Our Sailing Team was busy over the 

school holidays running a very successful five days of sailing skills 

at both Chipping Norton and on the harbour. Big thank you to 

Keith Travers for his organisa9on; ably supported by Neal Sullivan. 

Also a big thank you to both Johan Van Den Berg for taking out 

par9cipants in his yacht, and David Mort, who brought along his 

power boat for some extra fun.   

Our Caving Team was back in ac9on again with a training 

weekend down at Bungonia. This allowed the team to con9nue to 

hone its skills, and also the opportunity to explore more caves  

in the area. 

While things like climbing walls and flying foxes don’t oPen come 

up in the Joey program, a number of us from the Ac9vity Team 

spent a very enjoyable day up at Castle Mountain (Wisemans 

Ferry) running the climbing wall for Woonona. We were also able 

to run the on site flying fox, which was certainly a thrill for the 

young Joeys. Big thank you to Frank & Judy Barr, who along with 

David (Macca) McKinley and myself, all came along on the day to 

entertain our Joeys.  

One thing that has been quite impressive at 

present, are the number of Scouts doing their 

Green Cord Hikes. It is great to see Scouts out 

and about and puEng skills that they have 

learnt over a number of years into prac9se.  

Date for your diary, Sunday 7 December 2014 

for our annual Fun Day on the Water at 

Chipping Norton. Why not make it the venue 

for your Group Christmas Party? 

Keep your eye on the Region website for more 

informa9on. 

Mark Fell (DINGO) RC Ac	vi	es  

Email:  ac	vi	es@greaterwestcouts.com.au 
Isn’t it great to see the State  

Commissioner for Joey Scouts 

Lynn Mann, ge?ng out and  

having some fun at Woonona. 

A young Joey learning  

about foot placement  

on the Climbing Wall. 
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THE GWSR 2014 WATER SCOUTLYMPICS 

Sunday 7th December 2014 

ANGLE PARK, LAKE CHIPPING NORTON 

9.00am 	ll 3.00pm 

 

Groups should come dressed (you will get wet!) to represent your selected country  

(real or imagined). Don’t forget to bring your country of origin flag and your na9onal  

anthem (on leader iPod or phone) to play when your country wins GOLD! 

� Games and Races 

� Only $5.00 per person  or $20.00 for a family  

� Kids under 5 free with paying parents. 

� Grandparents are free with paying kids. 

� Don’t forget a hat and your Scout scarf, sunscreen, water bo�le, towel, swimmers 

and river shoes (River Shoes must be worn while  

in water or boats). 

� PFDs will be supplied to all par9cipants while using watercraP. 

� There will be a food stall selling drinks and hot food.  

� Otherwise, there are very limited BBQ facili9es available. 

 

CIRQUE DU SCOUT performers will be the entertainment for the Closing Ceremony and 

running workshops for Joeys, Cubs and Scouts who want to learn some circus skills! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fine Print…..You will need to register using the E1 Form available from 

www.greaterwestscouts.com.au with payment to the  

Region Office by Friday 21 November 2014.  

Further informa9on is on the E1 Form.  

Unfortunately we are unable to accept registra5ons on the day. 
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RADIO, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Not much to report this month.  

Karl helped out at the Joey Scout Woonona and  

now we are busy preparing for JOTA.  

I am preparing electronic kits for Penrith District’s  

JOTA weekend which will be held at Mt Keira.  

Both Karl and I will be camping with them, so we will 

have plenty to report next month. 

THE RADIO SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY TEAM 

 John Leahy  john.scoutleahy@gmail.com

    Home 4572-1549   

 Karl Humphreys  ets0@bigpond.com.au 

    (M) 0408 205 649 

 

 

 

 

 

 

57
th

 Jamboree on the Air (JOTA)  18
th

 

Jamboree on the Internet (JOTI) 

18
th

 & 19
th

 October 2014 

At loca	ons all over NSW 
 

Lots of fun - Learn exci9ng things about radio 

and alternate forms of communica9on.  

Make new friends - talk with Scouts and Guides 

from all over the world. 

 

For more informa9on on how to par9cipate or 

for help to run a JOTA/JOTI ac9vity  

please contact your  Region Office or JOTA/JOTI 

Coordinator. 

 

Register online at: 

 www.jotajo	.info to par	cipate  

Any ques9ons?  

Just email Karl Humphreys 

karl.humphreys@bigpond.com  

or 

Carol Cope SC Interna9onal 

ccopey@bigpond.net.au  

NSW Interna	onal Team 

HUNTER AND  COASTAL REGION 

VENTURE 
Mt Penang Gardens, Kariong  

6pm Friday 5th to 2pm Sunday 7th December 

 

We would like to invite all Venturers and Venturer 

Scout Leaders along to our Region Venture.  

 

We will be transforming the Gosford CBD into a 

Monopoly game. Teams (max 10) will be compe9ng 

against each other in mini challenges throughout 

Saturday. Don't worry if you don't have a team we 

make them up on the Friday night! Saturday Night  

will be catered for and The Entertainment Team  

will be puEng on a dance party  as well as a  

Fireworks Pyro Musical!  

 

Cost: Venturers, Leaders/Rovers $40, includes camp 

fee, ac9vi9es and Saturday evening Dinner and 

Fireworks Show  

 

How to get there: If you are driving, head to  

Mt Penang Gardens (Parklands Rd Kariong NSW 2250) 

- access via Kangoo Road. If you prefer public 

transport and are coming from Sydney, catch 

the 16:45 from Central Sta9on on PlaXorm 9 and get 

off at Gosford Sta9on.  

For more informa	on please go to: 

h�p://www.hcventurers.com/index.php/major-

events/region-venture    

 

David Jacobs VSL, Special Projects 

Hunter & Coastal Region 
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TRAINING REPORT 

All applica9ons should now be in for the last courses being held this year so now it is 9me to plan ahead for those 

who are s9ll doing their e-learning modules. Choose a course and make sure that all e-learning is completed by the 

9me your applica9on goes in one month before the scheduled date. 

For those leaders who wish to change sec9ons, just go back into the e-learning site and do the extra sec9onal 

modules. You then book in for the residen9al course, complete the in service and then change your status by 

comple9ng a transfer form. Un9l you complete the training for the new sec9on you will s9ll remain on a census 

with the old status. 

 When you are ini9ally interviewed you are assigned a PLA. This is your PLA for life. All PLAs are experienced 

leaders and will be able to guide you through any extra training, even the advanced training. Keep in contact with 

your PLA-they might be useful. 

Kathy Cuneo RC AT&D 

Email: training@greaterwestscouts.com.au 

SUMMARY OF 2015 TRAINING CALENDAR 

BASIC SECTIONAL TECHNIQUES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED SECTIONAL TECHNIQUES— ALL SECTIONS 

 

11-12 July 2015 Pennant Hills 

17-18 October 2015 Pennant Hills 

Joey Scout   

14-15 March 2015 Pennant Hills 

08-09 August 2015 Glenrock 

31October-1 November 2015 Pennant Hills 

Cub Scout   

14-15 March 2015 Pennant Hills 

13-14 June 2015 Glenrock 

15-16 August 2015 Cataract 

31 October-1 November Pennant Hills 

Scout   

07-08 February 2015 Cataract 

14-15 March 2015 Glenrock 

16-17 May 2015 Cataract 

25-26 July 2015 Cataract 

08-09 August 2015 Glenrock 

24-25 October 2015 Cataract 

Venturer Scout   

14-15 March 2015 Glenrock 

15-16 August 2015 Cataract 

14-15 November 2015 Pennant Hills 

Leader of Adults   

28 February-01 March 2015 Pennant Hills 

13-14 June 2015 Glenrock 

14=15 November 2015 Pennant Hills 
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PARRAMATTA DISTRICT HIKE 

It started as a few troops pooling resources for a September hike in the Blue Mountains. It quickly turned into  

a District event involving 17 Scouts, 8 Venturers and 5 Leaders from 1
st

 Carlingford, 1
st

 Ermington, 2
nd

 Northmead 

1
st

 North Rocks and 1
st

 Parrama�a. 

Organised by The Count from 1
st

 Parrama�a, the hike started with a train trip from Parrama�a to Glenbrook.  

We split into three groups with the Venturers up front (way, way up front as it happened), The Count (Parrama�a) 

and Skip (Northmead) with one group of Scouts and Badger (Carlingford), Lizzie and Sparky (North Rocks) with the 

other. We first walked to Duck Hole and downstream along Glenbrook Creek. Along the way, the Scouts stumbled 

across a message from the Venturers and a lot of “cooees” followed, confirming everyone was on the right track. 

We then climbed the hill above Kanuka Brook and put in some hard bush bashing along the ridge line before  

finding the track to Red Hands Cave for lunch. At this point, the Venturers decided to do some sightseeing and  

followed Campfire Creek to the Glenbrook Causeway. The Scouts took the more direct route to Euroka Clearing to 

set up camp. The Venturers s9ll beat us to camp having enough 9me to set up camp and start a fire before the 

Scouts had even arrived. 

Dinner was a varied affair with an impressive array of individual and patrol-based meals. Despite the hard first day 

everyone was in high spirits but needed only some gentle persuasion to go to sleep for the night. 

Day 2 and the Venturers were off to an early start. Having put in a good 15 km, they were intent on fish and chips, 

and ended up on the 10:20 train from Glenbrook aPer walking to the Causeway and climbing the hill back to the 

sta9on. The Scouts on the other hand followed the rocks along Glenbrook Creek to Glenbrook Beach before  

climbing up rocks back to civilisa9on. This sec9on turned out to be tougher than day 1, a point that was not lost on 

the Venturers judging by some of the text messages we received from them. 

This hike turned out to be a great example of what Scou9ng is all about. Out in the bush, using bush skills to find 

their way around, and having fun with our Scou9ng friends. Will this become a regular event? Who knows, but it 

would be great if it did. Maybe a li�le less demanding next 9me! 

Brian Nelson SL (Sparky) 

1
st

 North Rocks Scout Troop 
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CANYONING CAPERS 4 – TIGER SNAKE 2 

Following the overwhelming demand for this canyon earlier in the year, this trip was scheduled to allow those who 

missed out to get a taste of this wonderful area. 5 Venturers and 2 Leaders from Baulkham Hills and Winston Hills 

Venturers joined me for an early Spring trip. 

The weather was beau9ful although a li�le cool at 9mes, whilst the spring bloom of wa�le made the walk in and 

out very pleasant indeed. The team moved through the canyon with great aplomb, whilst nego9a9ng our way 

around a large and inexperienced group from University of Newcastle. The only incident involved Jarrod trying to 

prevent Cassie from dropping into the water at the bo�om of one abseil which resulted in him doing a very 

unceremonious face plant in a small pool and geEng completely soaked! 

The final abseil into the slot is quite spectacular and tricky. Headlights are required because the 25m drop is into 

the bowels of the canyon and quite dark.  Although the climb out is very steep it is rela9vely short and also includes 

a challenging clamber up a very large pagoda. The view from the top over Deanes Creek and the nearby Wollemi 

wilderness with its extensive network of pagodas and canyons is very rewarding.  

It was a great pleasure to guide such a skilful and competent group through this canyon, which at 9mes can be 

quite tricky due to the awkward abseils. 

Ross Smith (Elmer) SL 2
nd

 Castle Hill Scouts / GWS Rock Ac	vi	es - Canyon Guide 
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THE BULLETIN THE BULLETIN   

The Bulle9n is edited and published for the general informa9on of members in the 

Greater Western Sydney Region. The opinions expressed are those of the authors and  

do not necessarily reflect the views of the GWSR or Scouts Australia. 

Submissions are to be made by the last day of the month preceding publica	on and  

may be edited for clarity or to fit available print space.  

Ar9cles and illustra9ons from The Bulle9n (except for copyright items) may be re-used  

unaltered by other Scou9ng publica9ons and credits shown.  

Please send all ar	cles and photos direct to the  

Editor, Anne Thompson 

Email: bulle	n@greaterwestscouts.com.au 

THE SCOUT SHOPTHE SCOUT SHOPTHE SCOUT SHOP 

85 Wentworth Street 

 Port Kembla NSW 2505 

Phone: 4274 1193     

Fax: 4274 6334 

Email: sctshop@nsw.scouts.com.au 

   

OPENING HOURSOPENING HOURSOPENING HOURS   

Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri 9am - 4.30pm 

Thursday: 10am - 4.30pm 

Saturday: 9am - 12pm 

APPLICATIONS OPEN NOW! 

Visit Scouts NSW website 

REGION WEBSITEREGION WEBSITE  
 

"Share Your Knowledge.  

It’s a way to achieve immortality."  

Dalai Lama 

Have you just finished a Wood Badge Project?  

Do you have a great resource that you feel is worth 

sharing with other Leaders? 

 

Then send us an email and let us know about it! 

 

The GWSR website is a great resource for all  

things Scou9ng in our Region and we would  

like to expand on the resources we can offer. 

 

We have dedicated areas on the web for resources for 

each sec9on, and a page that we would love to fill with 

Wood Badge projects. Follow this link to see where 

you could be published  

http://www.greaterwestscouts.com.au/region/
resources/woodbadgeprojects 

 
Send your contributions to: 

 webcontent@greaterwestscouts.com.au  

and achieve immortality! 


