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FROM THE REGION COMMISSIONER
First of all, I would like to remind every one that the
awards dinner is next month and if you have not
registered yet please jump on line and do so. If you are
having any problems Kim and Wendy are more then
happy to assist. There will be no late applications this
year.
It has been a busy month just getting around to
different groups and camps that GWS has had. I
attended the GWS High School Mootical that was
conducted by Blacktown Rovers. It was good to see
that all crews in GWS were in attendance; there were
also a lot of crews from out of the region that came
along. It was the biggest moot Rovers have seen in
many years. Congratulations Blacktown on such a
successful event. You have certainly set the bar for
others.
I have appointed Matt Bordley as Region Leader
Rovers. I would ask that you all welcome Matt to the
role, he will bring some fresh ideas to the Rovers and
help guide them. David Twist, Region Commissioner
Rovers and Matt will be a great team.
Our Region Leader Strategy, Geoff Henderson and I are
busy organising our Region Information weekend at
Bundilla. The date is set for 9th and 10th of February.
All the Region Commissioners will be there to give out
information for the year ahead; we will also have a
guest speaker at the dinner. The program will come
out soon - but can you please put the dates in your
diary. I want all groups and sections to be represented.
Just a reminder to those groups that are in Council
halls - the Councils are going around conducting audits
on their halls. Make sure your halls are neat and tidy as
some councils are looking for excuses to take halls back
- so please be warned!
David Stopps
Region Commissioner
Email: rc@greaterwestscouts.com.au

APPOINTMENTS LIST - GWSR
APPOINTMENTS
WEBB, Glenda

From ACSL
To
ASL

1st Blaxland Cub Pack Keego
1st Blaxland Scout Troop Dunphy

AVSL
VSL
T/L

1st Whalan Venturer Unit
1st Whalan Venturer Unit
1st Grose Vale Scout Group

RESIGNATIONS
DAINES, Dale
DAINES, Glenn
FEWTRELL, Jeremy
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REGION LEADER STRATEGY

Judge me by my behaviour (but try and understand my intention).....
This blog is intended to start a leadership discussion. Drop me a note at strategy@greaterwestscouts.com.au
to tell me what you think. If you Agree, let me know what you will do differently to support the change of
Culture and if you Disagree, I would love to hear from you to gain a different point of view.
Even better, find us on the Leaders and Supporters Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
gwsleaders/ and join the conversation.
For those who have read author Stephen Covey’s work, you may recognise the title of this article from his quote
“We judge ourselves by our intentions and others by their behaviour.”
Put simply, we can’t read others minds, so we judge people’s behaviour when forming our conclusions.
Conversely, we as humans are willing to excuse our own behaviour on the basis that we have good intentions,
regardless of our actions or the impact that they have.
We see this far too often in our movement. A leader, tired after a long day at work, sarcastically says to a new
parent who has offered to stay and help at a meeting night ‘Oh, wonderful. Finally, a parent shows up. They do
exist’. The intention may have been to highlight the support that we lack from the Group’s parents. We would even
consider justifying our sarcasm, because we are tired. However, I doubt this conversation has encouraged the
parent to come back the next week to help. Then we are left wondering why they haven’t come back.
We also see conflict between leaders across our movement that saps time in resolution and demotivates even the
most resilient of volunteers. Why does this occur, when we are here to support the development of the youth?
Volunteer organisations all over the world have a similar challenge.
We have extremely high expectations of our peers, often forgetting that they are volunteers like ourselves.
Inevitably each of us fails to meet that expectation, as the needs of family and career take a greater priority.
Interestingly, when we ourselves fail to deliver, we judge our ‘intentions’ in the failure. Why is this?
To overcome human nature, we look to our core values: the Scout Law and Promise. It is up to each of us as leaders
to role model the Scout Laws: Being Respectful (being friendly, considerate and caring for others) and Doing What
is Right (being trustworthy, honest and fair) in the same way we expect the youth to.

“The standard you walk past is the standard you accept.” David Hurley
Geoff Henderson
Region Leader Strategy
Email: strategy@greaterwestscouts.com.au
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CUB SCOUT REPORT
The 3rd NSW State Palaver was held from August
17 - 19 at Camp Cottermouth in ACT. The theme of the
event was ‘Running with the Pack’. There were 180 Cub
Leaders from across the State including a number from
ACT and one from South Australia.
GWS Region had 27 Leaders attend, which
was a great achievement. A Coach was
arranged to transport the leaders from
Bundilla to Canberra and return, which
made the trip a lot more bearable and
added to the fun.
Blacktown - 6

Holroyd - 1

Blue Mountains - 5

Parramatta - 0

Hawkesbury - 4

Penrith - 8

Hills - 2

Region - 1

Although the weather was freezing (almost) cold, the
program was not affected and bases went ahead as
planned. A huge thank you to all that helped with the
preparations from writing the program, collecting
resources and running the program, in particular
Jeff Hook, Tricia Shaw, Ian Lutz and Joe Attard. Also, a
great big thankyou to all GWS Leaders that attended. I
really hope you enjoyed yourself and that you got
something from the weekend.

This year, there will be JOTA/JOTI base operating at
Glenbrook Scout Hall on 20th October 2018. This base
has been designed for Joeys and Cubs. All details and
registrations will be available on the Region EMS. Please
visit the Region website for all details. All Cubs from the
Region are welcome and encouraged to attend.
November is ‘Out and About’ month, so please plan a
day out with your Cubs. Perhaps you could do an outing
as a District. Badges are now available through the
District Leader Cub Scouts at a cost of $2 each.
Cub Scout Commissioner’s Challenge - 2018
A reminder for all Cub Leaders about the Cub Scout
Commissioner’s Challenge and, if you haven’t already
done so, to have a look at the requirements located in
the application form. Details and information can be
found on the Region website at
https://www.greaterwestscouts.com.au/cubs/
resources/580-leader-challenge-application-2012
The Cub Scout Commissioner Challenge is open to
all leaders in the Cub section; is assessed and awarded
by the State Commissioner Cub Scouts in November
each year. To be eligible, leaders must be able to
demonstrate that they incorporate and run at least 15
key elements into their Cub Scout programme over a
12 month period. Successful applicants will receive a
badge that can be worn on their uniform for 12 months.
I would like to encourage Cub Scout Leaders to look at
the requirements and start completing the form now, in
readiness for November.

On Saturday 1st September 2018, the Region ran a Cub
Scout Leadership Course at 1st Winston Hills Scout hall. Gabie Thompson (Darzee) RC Cub Scouts
Thank you to Shane Selwood for helping us out by Email: cubs@greaterwestscouts.com.au
providing us use of the hall at the last minute. We had
62 Cubs registered, with 60 Cubs attending on the day.
I would like to thank everyone that helped out
the Leadership team on the day, your assistance was
greatly appreciated. I would also like to thank the
catering team on the day, led by Matt & Meagan
Thompson, Anne & Paul Thompson and Suzanne Cornell.
It was disappointing to see a large number of
participants (20%) not complete the pre-work. I would
like to remind all Cub Leaders that when you select the
eligible Cubs to attend the day, that it is a training
course for Cubs and as such, there are pre-course
activities to be completed and that it is not only the
responsibility of the Cub to complete the work and to
bring it with them to the course, but that of the Cub
Leader to follow up with and to remind the Cub to do so.
Changes to the Grey Wolf Award applications
The new updated application form for the Grey Wolf
Award is now available on the NSW Scouts website.
Please start using the new form dated August 2018.
Also, there is no longer a charge for the badge, woggle
and certificate!
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Congratulations to the following
Cub Scouts who have achieved their
Grey Wolf Award
RHYS CAMILLERI - 1st Blaxland
JOEL OAKEY - 1st Blaxland
ZOE ALLEN - 1st Oakville

1- 2 - 3 - WOOF!

Joey Scout Leaders Convention
1st & 2nd June 2019
Glenrock Scout Camp
We will be

Discovering Adventure!
A time to share lots of ideas, updates and
some new training for you.

Save the date and come and join in the fun.
More details will be available soon.
The Bulletin - Greater Western Sydney Region Newsletter
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JOTA/JOTI Greater Western Sydney Region
For Scouts and Up
Springwood Scout Hall 7B Sir Henrys Parade, Faulconbridge
From 8am Saturday 20th October 2018 to 2pm Sunday 21st October 2018
(Activities run from 12 midday on the 20th to 12 midday on the 21st)
Cost: $10.00 per person plus Troop/Unit/Group own catering
Registration: EMS at http://events.greaterwestscouts.com.au by October 14 at the latest!
Planned Activities: Amateur (HAM) Radios, Electronic Fox Hunt, JOTI Internet (TeamSpeak, Minecraft, JOTI TV)
Scouts are welcome to arrive from 8am on Saturday and setup their camp sites but activities will not commence
until 12pm.
Numbers are limited so first completed registrations have priority.
E1s are essential as well as valid membership numbers.
Anyone without a completed E1 will not be permitted to attend.
Catering is on a Troop, Unit or any group basis. The $7 Region JOTA/JOTI cost is to be paid to Region in the usual
way through EMS.
Youth members must be supervised by at least two adult leaders either from the same Troop/Unit or combined
with someone else.

JOTA/JOTI Greater Western Sydney Region
For Joeys and Cub Scouts
The old Glenbrook Scout Hall 4 Moore Street, Glenbrook
Saturday 20th October 2018 from 9am to 4pm.
Two sessions – before lunch and after lunch. Indicate your sessions please on EMS.
Cost: Entry is free, badges $3 per person, paid through EMS.
Registration: EMS http://events.greaterwestscouts.com.au by October 14 at the latest!
Numbers are limited so first completed registrations have priority.
E1s are essential as well as valid membership numbers.
Anyone without a completed E1 will not be permitted to attend.
Blue Mountains Scout Fellowship welcomes you all. It is not necessary to attend the full day. Families are
welcome to stay. Extra badges may be ordered on the day (they will be posted out after the event).
Sausage sizzle 12pm to 2pm. Purchase on the day: Sausage sandwich $2, Drinks $2. Leaders - tea and coffee free.
Cash only for food, no receipts given. Cash only for badges purchased on the day which will be receipted.
Youth must be accompanied by Leaders. Individual youth may attend but parent must stay and supervise.
The Blue Mountains Amateur Radio Club will operate JOTA radios as well as supply electronic kits to construct on
the day. Joeys and Cubs are welcome to talk on the radios and join in the other activities.
There is quite often a queue to communicate on the radios - so please bring an activity for your Joeys and Cubs to
do while waiting. These activities will be conducted outside; tables and shade provided. Sunscreen and hats,
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FROM THE SCOUT DEN

VENTURER REPORT

It’s been a huge month for Australian Scout Medallion
approvals!

On Saturday 11th August, our Chief Scout,
The Governor, His Excellency General The Honourable
David Hurley AC DSC (Ret'd) and Mrs Hurley hosted
a presentation ceremony for the Queen's Scout Awards
at Government House. GWSR was again well
represented at the ceremony. Congratulations to
you all.

CASSANDRA FRY - 2nd Baulkham Hills
PHOEBE HENDRICKS - 2nd Baulkham Hills
ANGUS REDMAN - 1st Grose Vale
ILUKA JELLEY - 1st Kings Langley
ASHLEIGH SOUTHAM - 1st Toongabbie
All these scouts are now planning to have their badges
presented in the near future. Congratulations on such a
momentous achievement. BRAVO!!
State Rally distributed a survey for all attendees to
complete. The results are in; RAC 1 had 7 of the top 10
bases at State Rally. I am so proud of this achievement
and I am proud to be part of this magnificent team.
RAC1 was comprised of GWS, Hume, Hunter & Coastal
and North Coast. All the leaders and helpers from these
regions deserve a huge BRAVO-O-O!!
We have had to cancel our Advanced Scout Leadership
Course on 14th September 2018 due to lack of numbers.
We will be running one in Term 1, 2019. Date to be
determined.
Jamboree is coming up fast! Troops will have been
organising Shakedown camps, which are extremely
important as this is where the patrols are made and
equipment is sorted. All scouts should be attending
these camps as a patrols will need to get to know each
other. I believe there is another Newsletter coming out
soon.
Please keep in mind the stretchers will need to be
inside the AJ2019 bag. Bags are to be no more than
23kg in weight – yes just like on a plane! There are very
strict bus weight regulations in SA. So please remind
parents that this is the case.
Also when the scouts go to Woodhouse they will need:
Sleeping bag and mat (no stretchers!)
Water bottle
Spare clothes as for Challenge Valley.
Tentage will be supplied and mess kits will not be
needed for the Woodhouse experience.
Please remind parents to update their scouts’ AJ2019
registrations to include Panadol and any dietary
requirements as they are ordering special diets now.
Troops are also reminded that if you have special diets
you need to accommodate with extra cooking gear to
avoid cross contamination. Troops will also need to only
use Blue Food Grade hoses, as no others will be
allowed.

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Tracey Stopps (Wiangi) RC Scouts
Email: scouts@greaterwestscouts.com.au
8

A group of our Venturers from 2nd Baulkham Hills
attended State Rally again this year where they ran a
Quidditch activity, putting to good use all those high
rope skills for which the Unit is famous. I gather the
activity was a big hit with the Scouts; great use of
imagination, initiative and skills.
Our annual Venturer Scout Leadership Course was held
at Bundilla Scout Camp. Thank you to all the leaders
who helped out with delivery of the course and feeding
a group of hungry Venturers.
Our guest speaker this year was Pip Lovely from Riding
for the Disabled who gave an inspiring talk on the work
of this important charity. Pip is well known to GWS as a
former abseil instructor and has also served as a Guide
Leader.
Thanks to John Aquilina who coordinated the catering,
and to Andrew Cross, Erica Dilworth, Frank Barr,
Andrew Bath, Dharma Bowden, Ann McCredden,
Jodi Astley and Julie Maclean who helped with delivery
of the course and with the food. Thanks also to
Lauren Barnett from 1st Ermington Venturers, our
representative on the State Venturer Youth Council,
who also helped with the course on Saturday morning.
Waratah is getting close now with early bird
registrations closing soon. We are particularly keen to
get assistance from Rovers and Leaders from all
sections. Register on the GWS Event Management
System.
Brian Nelson RC Venturer Scouts
Email: venturers@greaterwestscouts.com.au

Waratah 2018 – 9-11 November, Ingleside Scout Camp
Register today at events.greaterwestscouts.com.au
The Bulletin - Greater Western Sydney Region Newsletter
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Sky High Outdoors
Challenge Program
Scouts were asked to host a special program that UTS
run, called the Sky High Outdoor Challenge Program.
This program run through NSW High Schools is aimed at
Year 8 and 9 students who have been identified as ‘at
risk of falling off the grid’ for a number of reasons.

Some of the challenges we ran were simple enough,
cost effective and based on the patrol system.
The challenges included…

Ping Pong Railway

So we took up the call of hosting this program at
Bundilla; over 4 days we would run a initiative program
for up to 30 students per day from all over Sydney.
Day 1 we had 25 students from East Hills Boys High,
Ashton High and Chester Hill High

Nuclear
Power Station
clean up

Day 2 we had 23 students from Birrong Boys High,
Birrong Girls High and Merrylands High
Day 3 we had 12 students from Lurnea High and James
Busby High
Day 4 we had nearly the full amount of students, 28 in
all from JJ Cahill High, Sir Joseph Banks High,
Cabramatta High.
The program finished each day with everyone breaking
into teams to prepare lunch for everyone; some were
allocated to chop the onions for the BBQ; some were
allocated to prepare the salads; some were allocated to
cooking the sausages and of course some were
allocated to serving. The cooking was fantastic and
lunch was awesome.

Spider
Web

Feather Stick (sorry no photos of this activity), but it
does require a temporary wall about 160 cm high,
soccer balls and number of large dowels 180 cm long!
The final challenge was to Pitch a 6 man tent.
At the end of each day was a great achievement that
was evident by the smiles on all the faces of the
students.
I’d like to thank all the Leaders and
our Rover who helped with the Program:
Rex Willard 1st Toongabbie
Jenny Liles and Kelvin Russel 1st Murray Farm
Gillian Ponnampalam 1st Westmead
Matt Dimmock 1st 2nd Merrylands Rover Crew
Ann Pounder Honorary Commissioner
Brian Nelson RC Venturers
John Pestana State Commissioner
Community Liaison, Diversity and Inclusion.
Without these guys and girls we couldn’t have
produced the results we wanted to achieve.
We will get another opportunity to do this again and we
thank the UTS for asking us to participate.

Tony Dent
Deputy Region Commissioner
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GWS
REGION ACTIVITIES
I can’t wait till those warmer days of spring start to really kick in...….bring it on!
Despite the cooler weather, a number of our teams have been out and about doing their stuff.
While canyoning is not the ideal activity to do on a cool winter’s day;
a number of our team members headed up into the Newnes Plateau area
to check out Zorro Canyon. This is classified as more of a ‘dry’ canyon; at least from
the knees up, however it does offer some spectacular rock formations.
All finished off with a really good abseil to a nice sunny location for lunch. Bearing in
mind sunny locations in canyons are a bit of a rarity.
Stuart Cowen led a very successful Abseiling
Workshop Weekend at Bowen Mountain and
Yellow Rock. Even set up a traverse, for a bit of
extra-curricular activities. Plenty of sun for this one,
with the great weather certainly not wasted.
Photo: Stuart Cowen
That same weekend, I spent an equally riveting time updating my First Aid
qualifications. Good opportunity to remind everybody that 1st Aid qualifications
only last 3 years and First Aid quals are a pre-requisite for all other adventurous
activities qualifications - so it is important to maintain currency. Like most leaders, I have been called on to provide
First Aid on numerous occasions and it certainly does give you a little more peace of mind, knowing you have been
trained and can deal with “that situation”, when it arises.
Most of you would be aware there are a few new Adventurous Activities which are currently being looked at by
Scouts, to provide an even better opportunity to learn or experience a new skill. The 2nd Baulkham Hills Outdoor
Rover Crew have done just that; spending an incredible day Scuba Diving down at Jervis Bay; with a number of the
crew already holding Open Water * Qualifications, there is a real keen interest to extend their quals and provide
the opportunity for others to also get involved. *For those who don’t know, “Open Water” basically means you
must have clear, unobstructed water above you. So, who is ready to get wet!

Mark Fell (DINGO) RC Activities
Email: activities@greaterwestcouts.com.au
The Bulletin - Greater Western Sydney Region Newsletter
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ROVERS PR & Internet Officer - Email: internet@gwsrovers.com.au

‘What time is it?!’ High School Mootical Time! Blacktown Rover Crew
ran an amazing moot you can ‘bet on it’. We got our ‘head in the game’
with different activities running during the day and played a wide game
of baseball in the afternoon.
Prom night was the ‘start of something new’ for many people and we
‘stuck to the status quo’ and had our usual Iron Gut challenges on the
Sunday morning. ‘We’re all in this together’ with Merryland's Rover
Crew ‘breaking free’ and winning the event. Overall High School
Mootical was a fantastic event and will be remembered fondly.

2nd Baulkham Hills Rover Crew headed to the
Labyrinth Escape Rooms in Parramatta.
They beat the clock with 18 minutes to spare
and escaped the insane asylum.

Rovers from 2nd Baulkham Hills Outdoor and 2nd Normanhurst Rover Crews joined leaders from the ACT in a
scuba diving trip over the weekend at Jervis Bay.
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Merryland’s Rovers ran a ‘Back to Scouts night’
at North Rocks Venturers with games such as
fruit salad helicopter and dodge ball

Nepean Rover
Crew trying
something
completely
different and
giving
Axe Throwing
a go!
Fantastic stuff.

UPCOMING EVENTS
GWS Scavenger Hunt (Gold Coin)
Friday 21st September 7pm - 11pm Sydney Opera House
NSW Rovers Dirt and Dust Challenge Moot 2018 ($55 - $80)
Friday 28th September 5pm - Monday 1st October 1pm - Colo Heights
GWS RRC (Free)
Wednesday 3rd October 7pm - 9:15pm, Bundilla Scout Camp
Quarter Life Crisis “The Best Of Harbour Cruise” ($69 - $79)
Friday October 5th 7.30pm - Commissioner’s Steps Circular Quay
Bundy Service Camp (Free service, $6 extra meals)
Friday October 12th 5pm - Sunday October 14th 2pm @Bundilla Scout Camp
2018 GWSR Adult Recognition Awards Presentation Dinner ($45)
Thursday 18th October 6:30pm - 10pm, Wenty Leagues
Rover Wood Badge APS Advanced Training Course ($245)
Saturday 27th October 8am - Sunday 28th October 4pm, Baden-Powell Scout Centre

The Bulletin - Greater Western Sydney Region Newsletter
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CGS 50TH ANNIVERSARY
COMMITTEE FUNDRAISER
Get your Entertainment Membership NOW
to help raise funds for
Cumberland Gang Show’s
50th Anniversary celebrations in 2019!
You can help us by buying an Entertainment Book or a
Digital Membership. Both contain hundreds of valuable
offers for everything you love to do, but the Digital
Membership gives you the convenience of the
traditional Entertainment Book on your Apple or
Android device so you can redeem on the go.
Not only will you receive 25 to 50% off and 2-for-1
offers for many of the best restaurants, hotels and
attractions in your area but you’ll be supporting us to
raise funds for Cumberland's 50th Anniversary - 20% of
each membership comes back to CGS to support our
fundraising. You will still get great value out of your
membership even if you don't eat out a lot.
Order online now

ADULT TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT
NEW LEADERS
NSW Scouts requires that all new Leaders are given
an Introductory Kit – available from the Region Office
at a cost of $20 each. The kit contains a letter from
NSW Scouts and two Welcome to Scouting
booklets. The price of the kit also includes the GWS
admin fee and the shoulder badges a Leader receives
with their Certificate of Adult Leadership when their
training is complete.
Purchase of the sectional books for the new Leader is
recommended. They contain many great resources
still relevant in the current youth program and useful
programming ideas for the future.
Other options may include sharing resources within
your Scout Group or downloading resources from
Scout Central and E-learning. We intend to sell out of
books; GWS won’t be ordering any more – so get in
quickly for yours!

RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE:

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/
orderbooks/9a51564

Ø

Cub Scout Leader’s Handbook and Cub Scout
Leader’s Resources folder ($20 for both books)

If you are a prior Entertainment book member, ensure
you use the above link to support CGS - don't follow any
'renewal' links you may receive.

Ø

Guidelines for Scout Leaders & The Scout
Award Scheme and The Patrol System, the
Troop Council and Troop Programming ($20 for
both books)

Please spread the word among your family, friends
and colleagues – thank you.

Ø

Venturer Scout handbook ($10 per book)

Ø

Leader of Adults handbook ($5 per book)

Order online now

Ø

Group Leader handbook ($5 per book)

https://w.entertainmentbook.com.au/
orderbooks/9a51564

Ø

Group Committee handbook ($5 per book)

Ø

Supporting the Group Chairman – a Guide to
the Role ($5 per book)

Can’t find the Joey Scout books – they are no longer
available in print! Download them from e-learning.
Download the Field book for Australian Scouting from
Scout Central.
Cassie Rec RC AT&D
Email: training@greaterwestscouts.com.au
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FLOW CHART FOR NEW LEADERS
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THE BULLETIN
The Bulletin is edited and published for the general information of members in the
Greater Western Sydney Region.
The opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views
of the GWSR or Scouts Australia.

Submissions are to be made by the 10th of each month and
may be edited for clarity or to fit available print space.
Articles and illustrations from The Bulletin (except for copyright items) may
be re-used unaltered by other Scouting publications and credits shown.

Please send all articles and photos direct to the
Editor, Anne Thompson

Email : bulletin@greaterwestscouts.com.au
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