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FROM THE REGION COMMISSIONER

November is here! October was once again an exciting
month.

| would like to congratulate 1* Blackheath on their
Centenary; | had the pleasure of visiting them once
again. Sincere Congratulations to all involved with the
1st Blackheath Scout Group, BRAVO!

We have two new groups in the Region, both in the Hills
District - 1% Rouse Hill and Castle Hill Coptic.
The new Rouse Hill group is meeting in the Rouse Hill
Town Centre Community Hall. If any one would like to
help out in any way with this new group, please contact
Terry Brook the District Commissioner for the Hills.

Castle Hill Coptic are meeting at the Coptic Church in
Castle Hill. I went along with Tony Dent and Terry Brook
and had the pleasure of investing the leaders and youth
members of the group. It was a great night!! New Joeys
sang for us. Cubs and Scouts played some games.
Same as for the Rouse Hill group; if you want to help out
in any way or even just go along and visit, please contact
Terry Brook.

| would like to personally welcome both these groups
into the GWS Region and of course Scouting. We hope to
see you both represented at Region events.

| also visited Waratah. Well, that was great afternoon.
| saw the faces of some very worn out Venturers.
| am very proud of the job that GWS Rovers and Leaders
do and have done to give this experience to our youth.
BRAVO-0-0 to all of you that do so much!

Christmas is getting close so that means 2019 Jamboree
is just around the corner. To all those that are going
| hope you have started packing and your gear is right.
Remember our motto.... ‘Be Prepared’ for anything!

Scoutlink training will be held on 5" December for
all those groups that need someone to be trained up.
It will be held at Bundilla 7.00pm. Registrations are open
on the EMS. It is a free event.

To all Leaders in Charge and Group Leaders - don’t
forget the 9™ and 10" of February 2019. | do expect that
every Group in GWS will be represented over the
weekend. This will be a full weekend of helpful
information to start the new year.

Finally, as the year is coming to an end, we have to make
sure that our finance books are up to date and prepared
for auditing in January. | don’t want to hear and will not
accept any reason as to why they have not been
completed. This is a compliance of the Australian
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission which we must
report to.

Any group that does not comply could lose the ability to
fundraise. So please get your books in order now.
If you require help or an accountant please contact me
via email so | can organise the help required.

Let’s work together.

Yours in Scouting

David Stopps
Region Commissioner
Email: rc@greaterwestscouts.com.au

David Stopps RC
presented
Adult Recognition
Awards
to

Philip Gane

Waratah Fellowship
(Outstanding Service)

&

John Wicks
AVSL 1st North Rocks
(Special Service)
at
Waratah
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DEPUTY REGION COMMISSIONER STRATEGY & DEVELOPMENT

This year has been a year of celebration, change and challenge.
Celebration

110 years of Scouting and 100 years of Rovers are great reminders of the history of our movement.
These milestones are important to acknowledge, especially in understanding where we have been over the last
100-110 years in Scouting.

Change

The only constant is change, and in Scouting we are looking to innovate to stay relevant in the 21* century. With a
new Youth program rolling out across our Region in the next couple of years, we see the biggest overhaul of the
award scheme in decades, to better support and encourage our youth.

Challenge

With great change comes opportunity and challenge. In 2019 we will be challenging ourselves to become stronger
across Western Sydney, with several recruitment and promotional opportunities already in the plan for next year.

To kick this off, we have our annual Leadership meeting scheduled for the 9™ and 10" of February 2019. Called
Vision 2021, Group Leaders, Leaders in Charge, District Leaders, District Commissioners and Region Commissioners
will be gathering to discuss the 3-year plan for our Region.

The first day of Vision 2021 will focus on Recruitment, Retention, Planning and Programming. This is important to
ensure our movement remains sustainable and thrives in a changing environment. As a part of this day, we have
secured one of Australia’s prominent Paralympians a special guest speaker (more details to follow closer to the
day).

Day two will be a special session for Chairpersons and Treasurers, covering good Parent Support Committee
management and online systems to support the running of Groups.

Registration is at the following: https://events.greaterwestscouts.com.au/event/174

Finally, | would wish you all the best for Christmas. Enjoy your break (and enjoy the Jamboree for those lucky
enough to be going); looking forward to a great 2019!

Geoff Henderson (BEATLE)
Deputy Region Commissioner — Strategy and Development
Email: strategy@greaterwestscouts.com.au
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CUB SCOUT REPORT

Two New Cub Packs for GWS

It was my pleasure to attend the official opening of the
new 1* Rouse Hill Scout Group (and Cub Pack) this
week, which was opened by Dr Michelle Byrne, Mayor
of The Hills Shire Council.

Castle Hill (Coptic) Scout Group (and Cub Pack) was
also officially opened this week.

It is fantastic to see the increase in the number of Cub
Scouts across the Region. Keep up the good work!

Join in Jamboree
It has been great to see a number of Cub Packs running

‘Join in Jamboree’ programs this term. A program
booklet has produced with several short-term (1 night)
and long-term (weekend camp or four-week program)
programs for you to pick up and run with. There is also
a badge available for Cubs that have participated in the

program. If you would like a copy of the program
booklet, please send me an email.

Out and About — November 2018

It has been great to see so many Cubs participating in
Cub Out and About activities this month. Well done to
all that participated. Don’t forget that badges are now
available through each of the District Leader Cub Scouts
at a cost of $2 each.

Hawkesbury District
Cubs travelled to Bondi
to visit Sculptures by
The Sea.

Penrith City Cubs were
Out and About at the
Penrith City Real
Festival, where the
whole District
ran several activities for
the local Community.

Region and State Cub Pack Council

On 27" October 2018, GWS Cubs held their 2 Region
Cub Pack Council for the year, at Bundilla. The following
eight Cubs attended, representing Cubs from within
their District and from across the Region.




Zoe S - 1* Blaxland (Blue Mountains)
Tobin B — 1% Blaxland (Blue Mountains)
Raghava T — 2™ Kings Langley (Blacktown)
Alex S — 1% South Penrith (Penrith City)
Gwen G - 1* Glossodia (Hawkesbury)
Indunil M — 1% Carlingford (Parramatta)
Joshua B — 1** Hawkesbury (Hawkesbury)
Olivia C — 1* Grose Vale (Hawkesbury)

Congratulations to (ub Scout
A great big thank you for your participation and

assistance with the Region Cub planning for 2019. Rhys Fourro-Huggett

Indanil, Joshua, Raghava and Toby have been selected 1st Ermlngton

to attend the State Cub Pack Council on Saturday 17

November 2018, at Scouts NSW State Office in Sydney who achicved his W qu Awand
Olympic Park. Congratulations and well done to all!
1-2 -3 - WOOF!

Cub Calendar - 2019

The Region Seeonee Team have planned the Region
Cub Calendar for 2019 in consultation with the Region
Cub Pack Council. The dates and activities have been
added to the Region Website Calendar.

Gabie Thompson (Darzee) RC Cub Scouts
Email: cubs@greaterwestscouts.com.au
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GWS & TGW REGION OFFICE CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR CLOSURE
Please take note that the Region Office will be closed from
December 22, 2018 until January 16, 2019 (inclusive)

The office will be open for business from 9:00am - Thursday January 17, 2019

4
4

THE BULLETIN
There will be a December edition of this newsletter.

Please ensure all your articles and requests for publishing are
with the Editor by December 10, 2018

Many thanks - Anne Thompson
Email : bulletin@greaterwestscouts.com.au
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FROM THE SCOUT DEN

| am pleased to announce that the 2019 Jamborette will
be held at Cataract. | will be opening the registrations
for Jamborette in the next 2 weeks. Yes it is early! This
way you can all get your troops sorted and there will be
NO excuses for late registrations!! | will be away for all
of May 2019 so we need to be organised and not leave
things to the last minute.

The name for Jamborette has been decided “A Day in
the Life of....Your true self” and the badge design
competition is open. So please get the scouts to send
their ideas through as soon as possible. Entries close on
15" December 2018. Two districts have already decided
their theme. The other districts should be thinking hard.

We will be holding an Advanced Scout Leadership
Course next term 8-10th March 2019. Find the event on
EMS. Register now! Leaders....Please tell your scouts to
register. We don’t want to have to cancel this event
again!!

This last weekend | visited the Centenary of
1* Blackheath Scouts. The weather was perfect for it.
There was some interesting memorabilia they had
collected. One piece was the gazette from the 1952/3
Pan Pacific Jamboree held in Greystanes. | personally
know one person that attended that Jamboree. This
was the 1* time Lady Cubmasters were allowed to
attend a Jamboree. There were 239 LCM from NSW,
Victoria, SA and Malaya. If you would like more
information on this gazette please contact
1* Blackheath Scouts — they may send you an electronic
version.

Speaking of Jamborees... | was helping out on Saturday
at the Packing Day at Cataract. It was organised chaos
but we got through it. | know some people didn’t
receive some of their equipment but that should be
rectified soon.

Please remember the hat sizes are NSW Contingent
sizes and not the JoC sizes, o)
NSW Small = JOC XS and S, NSW Medium = JOC M and
L, NSW Large = JOC XL and XXL.

Transport still has not been finalised but you should all
have received an email regarding the timings for leaving
day and return day.

| also attended Harry Pottah 2019 Waratah held at
Ingleside. The scouts | saw and spoke to seemed to be
having a great time. I'd like to comment on how well
everyone seemed to be participating and enjoying the
camp. Congratulations on such a successful event.
BRAVO-0-0O!!

| know some districts have been holding Scout Youth
Councils. | know some have been struggling. | also know
some troops have not submitted anyone to attend.

Heads up guys SCY is happening — it's not new! | have
heard that some leaders do not even know what a
Scout Youth Council is — obviously they have not
completed their training! If you really are unsure of
what Scout Youth Councils do, please contact me
or the Region SYC mentor Ayla Sloan
gwssycmentor@gmail.com

The Region SYC Mentor is there for you to help organise
and run your Group and District SYCs. She also attends
the Region SYC and State SYC with the scouts. Please
involve her, she is there to help.

Job Vacancy

| am looking for an assistant. This person should be
under 30 with a passion for the Scout section and
willingness to attend some meetings and visit troops.
They should be enthusiastic and full of energy and ideas
and able to communicate on all levels. This position will
focus on the Youth Programme. Venturers are welcome
to apply. Please send your expression of interest to me
by 10™ December 2018. This could be a great
leadership opportunity for the right person.

Tracey Stopps (Wiangi) RC Scouts
Email: scouts@greaterwestscouts.com.au

CAVING PROFICIENCY BADGE COURSE
(open to members of the Scout section)

Maximum 66 participants

7:45am Saturday April 27, 2019 to
3:00pm Sunday April 28, 2019

@ Billy Grace Reserve, Wee Jasper

Scouts: $38
Early Bird Scouts: $30
Leaders: Free
Caving Team: Free
Registrations open now!

Early Bird closes Sunday March 10, 2019
Registrations close Wednesday April 10, 2019

See the EMS for full details and E1 template

https://events.greaterwestscouts.com.au/event/175
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Parramatta District Joeys GO BUSH

40 Joeys and their parents and Leaders attended the second Parramatta District Camp for Joey Scouts. We headed
to Ingleside for a weekend of activities including low ropes, abseiling — Joey style, compass course, campfire
streamwatch, nature crafts and community service including bushcare and tree planting.

The weather was warm, but with plenty of shade under the trees and opportunities to take a break with great
food prepared by the Leaders and parents, everyone had a great time.

Now everyone is gearing up for the District Camp next year at Glenrock!
Joey Scouts know how to have fun and GO BUSH!

Leonie Plummer JSL
Ist Carlingford

REMEMBRANCE DAY

On the 11th November, 1918 the guns in Europe fell silent as the Armistice
between the Allies and Germany signified the end of hostilities; the end of World War 1.
The 11th November, 2018 was a very special commemoration of
100 years since the end of World War 1.

Bravo to the many Leaders and Youth Members who attended ceremonies held
all over the GWS Region, to show their respect and lay wreaths.

Leaders and youth members from all sections attended the Remembrance Day Ceremony held at Blacktown
Showground. Thank you to Brendan Richards ACSL, 1st Kings Langley (Impeesa Pack) for these photos.
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GWSR
ACTIVITIES

As most of you are aware, | am often running the mobile climbing wall for Scout Groups at a community event.
Certainly, a great way to help promote Scouting into the local area! Like everything, the real success in an event
often comes down to the effort put in by the Scouts groups involved.

| must say a huge BRAVO to Steve Wallace, and the all the team from Penrith District, who did such a great job
of promoting Scouting to the wider community at the recent Penrith REAL (Riverside Entertainment, Arts &
Lifestyle) Festival. Along with the climbing wall they also had the horizontal bungie set up, and over the course of
the day, and right through to 10.00pm on the Saturday night, there was a constant stream of participants eager to
test their skills.

But the real success of this event was the set up of an information stall, with flyers representing all groups in the
District, and with leaders present and ready to explain what Scouting all is about. It was one of the best | have
seen, with a large number of quality enquiries, about joining up.

It was into the night as well,
with a constant stream
of participants & enquiries.

Photo Steve Wallace

Our Rock Team was also outing playing on cliff faces again with a
rather warm weekend abseiling at both Bowen Mountain and Yellow
Rock. Day One was learning the skills and Day Two involved putting
those newly learnt skills into action. Big thank you to Stuart Cowen,
David (Macca) McKinley and Paul lJefferies who helped out on the
weekend.

Photo: Stuart Cowen

As | have just mentioned, the warmer weather has certainly kicked off early this season with our first Heat Wave
and Total Fire Ban coming into effect. Listening to most reports it is going to be a long, hot summer. So where does
this place activities, and in particular Bush Walking Activities during periods of Total Fire Bans. We have already had
a number of Bushwalking Activities cancelled due to Total Fire Bans.




The following is an extract taken directly from the Bushwalking NSW Website.

Before you go

Check with the local fire authority that there are no bush fires or hazard reduction burns in the area you are
planning to walk in.

Check the Bureau of Meteorology weather forecast prior to commencing any activity, particularly a multi-day
activity. Cancel the activity if windy conditions and high temperatures are predicted.

Do not go bushwalking on days that are rated severe, extreme or catastrophic on the Fire Danger Index.
Many NSW National Parks are closed on Total Fire Ban Days. A Total Fire Ban will generally not be declared
until 5 pm the day before it takes effect. An activity must be cancelled if the park manager declares the park
or any of the tracks or trails closed.

Note features on your map where you could shelter if caught in a bushfire, such as rocks,
hollows, embankments, streams or roads.

Notify someone of your route, expected time of return, and the participants.

Manage risk while bushwalking

On multi day activities if a Total Fire Ban is unexpectedly declared (or suspected) leave the park early. If this
is impossible, find the safest place possible to spend the day.

On a multi-day activity use a mobile phone and/or a portable AM/FM radio to monitor news bulletins for
information on fire activity, fire danger ratings, total fire bans and park closures.

Carry a Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) so that emergency services can locate you if necessary.

From November to April, bring some no-cook meals and water purification solutions that will work without a
stove, as naked flames of any kind are forbidden on Total Fire Ban days, including; all campfire and solid fuel
(wood, heat beads, charcoal, briquettes, hexamite) and liquid fuel (petroleum, oil, methylated spirits,
kerosene) barbecues and stoves.

Extinguish all candles and camp fires before going to bed, ensuring the ashes are cold.

What to do if caught in a bushfire

Call Triple Zero 000

Move to a cleared area. You can’t outrun a fire. Look for shelter in rocks, hollows, embankments, streams or
roads. Do not hide in water tanks. Remember that radiant heat can be as deadly as flames.

Head to a lower area, not uphill, as a bushfire will rapidly ascend from valleys to ridges.

Drink plenty of water and cover your mouth with a damp cloth.

Keep low and cover your skin.

Move to burnt ground once the fire has passed.

As a last resort only, you may need to run through the flames to a burnt-out area. Choose a relatively clear
area where flames are less than a metre high, take a deep breath, cover your face and run.

Contact someone to let them know your situation as soon as possible.

More information can be found on the Rural Fire Service website including the brochure

Bushfire Safety for Bushwalkers

know lots of planning can go into any hike. (Been there done that, still there still doing that!)

It is always frustrating when a hike you have carefully planned has to be cancelled at the last minute due to
unfavourable conditions. However, | would hold any Scout in much higher esteem if they planned a hike and then
cancelled hours before due to Fire Risk rather than a Scout who proceeds without diligent care, putting themselves
and others in real danger.

Consider the time of year when planning hikes.
Consider locations when the Fire Danger level is at its highest!

Mark Fell (DINGO) RC Activities
Email: activities@greaterwestcouts.com.au
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VENTURER REPORT

| would like to congratulate Tim Mark from 1st North
Rocks and Chloe Harris from 1st Oakville on
achieving their Queen's Scout Award.

GWSR Venturers held our annual Waratah event on
the weekend of November 9 to 11. Approximately
170 Venturers in 30 teams attended the event with
support from over 70 staff comprising Rovers, leaders
and helpers.

Winners of The Waratah Award (overall winners)
were Voldy's Moldies from 1st Blaxland, 2nd Place
went to Ron and Hermione's Divorce Lawyers from
1st Blaxland and 3rd Place went to Spells Like Teen
Spirit from 1st Kellyville. The Mountain Devil Award
for best out of region team went to Order of the
Golden Phoenix from 1st Dubbo and 3rd Orange.

Thanks to the Waratah Fellowship for their support
and the activity director Andrew Cross from 1st South
Penrith, and the team comprising concept, activities,
administration, catering and welfare. | will provide
more details next month.

Otherwise, October was busy with the sound of Units
preparing for Waratah.

Brian Nelson (Sparkie) RC Venturer Scouts
Email: venturers@greaterwestscouts.com.au

The Waratah Sorting Hat Ceremony
on Friday night.

Photos courtesy of Tim Matthews, Brian Nelson
and David Stopps

SPOTTED AT WARATAH 2018!
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Order of the Golden Phoenix
from 1st Dubbo and 3rd Orange
Winners of The Mountain Devil Award for
Best Out of Region Team

Voldy's Moldies from 1st Blaxland

Winners of The River Red Gum
(Best GWS Region Team)
Winners of The Waratah Award
(Overall Winners)

with Andrew Cross, Brian Nelson and
David Stopps

Fully Sic Broomstick from 1st/2nd Blacktown
Winners of The Silver Fern Award
The first team to complete the challenge of
Waratah 2018

1st Ermington
Winners of The
Golden Wattle Award
for the most enthusiastic
team who threw all that they
had into the competition!

Blaxland Rover Crew Kalangadoo
Winners of The Wollemi Pine Award
for Best Waratah Challenge Base
‘Quidditch’

The Bulletin - Greater Western Sydney Region Newsletter
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ROVERS PR & INTERNET OFFICER - AMBER BOLTON

#ROVERS100

STAN BALES &AWARD

Congratulations to Ayla Jones and Angus Boxall for
receiving the Stan Bales Rover Service Award!
This award is the peak Service Award for NSW Rovers;
it recognises exceptional and continual service to the
Rover Section over 5 years.

Ayla performed service at all levels of Rover governance.
She was a Crew Leader at 2nd Castle Hill Rover Crew
Assistant Crew Leader, RRC Delegate and helped train
a large number of members through her work on several
Basic and Advanced Training Courses.

Bundy Service Camp was a great
weekend, with many crews
attending from across the
GWS Region.

They all had a great time making
Bundilla great again!

They did a lot of jobs including
painting, carpentry, cleaning up
rubbish, electrical fixes, and even
going through archives that went all
the way back to the 1920s.

A fantastic time was had at the October Advanced Practical
Supplement Course at Baden-Powell Scout Centre.

Thank you to Harry Lantry and his team lan, Rachel, Hugh, Walter,
Clair Jonathan, and Catherine for spending their weekend running the
APS for the participants Amber and Andy from GWS region and
Mia, Laura, Tamlyn and Tymon.

They had a fantastic weekend learning about the ins and outs of
the Rovering world!
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#ROVERS100

Nepean Rover Crew took
Service 100 to the next level by
helping out at a local school’s
Colour Run fundraiser.

Kings Langley Rovers had
a lovely dusk booting out
at Cattai National Park
for their long serving
Rover Knight
Harry R Provins.
Harry will be a dearly
missed member of
Kings Langley Rover Crew.

Comedy Night Fundraiser - 1st/2nd Merrylands Rover Crew ($35)
Friday 30th November 7pm - 11:30pm, Toongabbie Sports & Bowling Club

Shmoot: What the Farquaad Are We Doing? ($35 - $40)
Friday 30" November 6pm - Sunday 2"! December 2pm, Windeyer Scout Camp Galston

Community Blood Drive
Saturday 1* December 10am, Australian Red Cross Blood Service, Rosehill

GWS RRC

Wednesday 5" December 7pm - 9:15pm, Bundilla Scout Camp

Santa Clause for a Cause Pub Crawl ($10)
Friday 7" December 6:30pm - 12am, Commissioners Steps

Gangshow Auditions
Saturday g December, Baden-Powell Scout Centre

Abbotsford Rovers Present: Mummy’s Home for Christmas
Saturday 15" December 6pm - 12am, Teviot Avenue, Abbotsford

PR & Internet Officer - GWS Rovers email: pr.internet@gwsrovers.com.au

The Bulletin - Greater Western Sydney Region Newsletter 13



RADIO, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Make a D Cell and use it to drive a circuit: The last Friday in October found us at 1% Carlingford Scouts to teach
them how to make D cells (you may know them as batteries). This was the first time we have run this program, so |
was interested in any hiccups that might occur.

The aim of the night was to make a cell from a Zinc case, Carbon rod and a mixture of carbon soot, manganese
dioxide and zinc chloride. To test that it worked, a light bulb was included in the cell kit.

As we put the Cells together | asked each group of Scouts what they thought of the process. To my surprise they
were quite fascinated and involved in the mechanical process, and elated to eventually see the light bulb glow.
They also learnt that dry cells are actually damp cells (water dissolves the zinc chloride and allows the ions and
hence the voltage to flow).

To use the newly working Cell, and make the night more relevant and interesting, | used four of my cub kits which
ran off 1.5 volts and were easy to put together. Each Scout picked a kit they wanted to make and was assisted by
one of the team to assemble the kit and get it working. Hiccups? Er yes! All the night was taken up making a Cell
and then the Kit it drove! The carefully planned electrochemical theory and cell-battery investigation went out the
window.

We have any evening in November or December free, so there is still a chance for your Scouts or Venturers
to make a D Cell this year or book us early for 2019.

John Leahy RC Radio, Science & Technology
Email: john.scoutleahy@gmail.com
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THE BULLETIN

The Bulletin is edited and published for the general information of members in the
Greater Western Sydney Region.

" The opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views .

of the GWSR or Scouts Australia.

: Submissions are to be made by the 10th of each month and
may be edited for clarity or to fit available print space.

Articles and illustrations from The Bulletin (except for copyright items) may
be re-used unaltered by other Scouting publications and credits shown.

Please send all articles and photos direct to the
Editor, Anne Thompson

Email : bulletin@greaterwestscouts.com.au
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